
Hounslow Green Party, 

53 Otho Court, 

Augustus Close, 

Brentford, 

TW8 PY 

 

9 February 2017 

 

 

Penny Wilson,  

Youth Service Review,  

Civic Centre (orange zone), 

Lampton Road, Hounslow  

TW3 4DN 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Dear Ms Wilson, 

 

 

The Hounslow Green Party supports the Youth Services and is opposed to the proposed cuts 

to the Hounslow Youth budget of £650k set out in the Hounslow Youth Services Review 

consultation. This is in accordance with the Green Party of England and Wales' policy 

ED032. This policy states the following “In addition to curricular education, a 

comprehensive and inclusive youth service (Youth Provision) will be provided for all 

between the ages of 11 and 20. This service will be staffed by fully trained youth workers 

and funded by Local Authorities as a statutory service. It shall include, but not be limited to: 

youth clubs, youth councils, personal development courses, non-curricular education and 

training.” 

 

We support Sian Berry's City Hall budget amendment presented to Sadiq Khan. Sian Berry 

is a Green Party London Assembly member. Her report  London’s lost youth services – 

shows that London council youth services have lost a third of staff and £22 million in 

funding cuts since 2011. In her report, Sian Berry states that “The impact of these cuts could 

be devastating. Good quality youth services help young people develop skills, be creative 

and live positive social lives, and make them less vulnerable to falling into crime or the 

exploitation of groups like gangs.”  

The complete report can be found on: 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london_lost_youth_services_sian_berry_jan20

17.pdf 

 

 

The budget amendment proposed by Sian Berry would involve raising an extra £4.3 million 

to support council youth services, by increasing council tax by a further 0.5% on top of the 

increase already proposed by the Mayor (taking us up to the overall limit imposed by the 

Government). The average household would pay an extra £1.49 per year – less than 3p per 

week. 

As a response to the questionnaire of the Hounslow Youth Service Consultation, (question 

6), Hounslow Green Party supports Sian Berry's proposal. It is important to communicate 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london_lost_youth_services_sian_berry_jan2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london_lost_youth_services_sian_berry_jan2017.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/london_lost_youth_services_sian_berry_jan2017.pdf


this support to Sadiq Khan and we recommend that Hounslow Council communicate this 

option to Sadiq Khan. This can be done by going to : 

http://www.sianberry.london/news/policing/201-01-28-mayor-budget-youth-services/ 

 

In response to the specific Hounslow Youth Service Consultation Questionnaire (question 5) 

, we support prioritising the following services: 

 

1-Phab: This organisation provides essential extra-curricular activities which some 

youngsters with disabilities can not access otherwise as mainstream provisions are often 

unsuitable or inaccessible. There is already a lack of services available for youngsters with 

SEN or disabilities. The building  used by Phab requires wheelchair accessibility, which is 

not always easy to find. It currently uses the Hounslow Youth Centre which is accessible. 

 

2- The three Youth Centres (Hogarth, Hounslow and Hanworth): In the proposal by the 

Hounslow Council, the proposed reduced reliance on buildings , does not give specific 

alternatives to the buildings currently in use by the youth centres. There is no list of actual 

specific community  buildings, leisure centres, or venues which are available or suitable. 

The specific buildings need to be included in the report, and their suitability assessed for 

their use by youth services. 

 

3-Holiday Activities and all Youth Clubs for all age groups: Holiday and after school 

activities are essential, especially as many parent(s) need to work during school half -terms 

and holidays. The holiday activities provides structure, affordable activities, and a social 

network  for youngsters to have constructive holiday time as well as supervision and support 

from adults who are employed by holiday schemes. After school clubs provide the 

youngsters with meaningful activity and a support group, especially in homes where the 

parent(s) are still at work beyond school hours. The Clubs offer an opportunity for these 

youngsters to discover and gain new interests and talents. 

 

4-Citizenship and Participation: This is an important service encouraging youngsters to be 

involved in  making decisions, getting involved with their community, learn how to 

confidently voice their opinions and concerns,and those of their peers, at parliamentary 

level. 

 

Of the services listed on the list of priorities, we think that The Good Shepherd Project 

could be funded by the Army Welfare Service instead of from the Youth Services budget. 

 

 

We strongly suggest these recommendations be presented to the councillors for the final 

proposal. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Mariette Labelle 

membership officer Hounslow Green Party 

http://www.sianberry.london/news/policing/201-01-28-mayor-budget-youth-services/

